Garrigus, The French Atlantic


Book Guide: Price, The Convict and the Colonel, pp. ix-119
Book Quiz: 4 or 5 multiple-choice questions [based on terms and questions below] and one essay-style question based on the questions below. You will be able to use your notes, but not the book. 
Richard and Sally Price’s website http://www.richandsally.net/index.htm
Terms, phrases, and institutions to know: [look them up on the web]
Pix modernization
Pxiv “eccentric perspective of Martinique”

P2  “third Estate” Abbé Sieyès
P2 béké
P9 neo-Schoelcherist [Victor Schoelcher]
P16 vieilles colonies 
P15 indentured Congos in the 1860s
P18 sang froid

P25 La Gauche ; La Droite

P51 Shabine

P54 French tricolor
P60 « historical consciousness »
P94 anthropometry/

anthropometric 

Questions: For each of the question below, be prepared to write for 20 to 25 minutes. You’ll find that each question corresponds to a chapter, but you will find additional information outside that chapter, as well.
· Question from the Prologue (page xii ) to keep in mind until the end of the book.“This book centers on a minor historical event … and a marginal historical figure to try to unfold meanings of more general significance.” What is the larger story Price is trying to tell?
· Chapter 1: Why do you think Price chooses to write and layout his book in this way? Be as specific as you can.
· Chapter 1: What does this chapter on the “war” in this village, tell us about Martinique in the 1920s? Be as specific as you can be. 
· Chapter 2: Why does Price quote Derek Walcott’s poem, with the selection concluding “But that’s all them bastards have left us: words”? You’ll probably want to finish Chapter two [to 119] before trying to answer this.
· Chapter 2:  The story of the bagne is a grim one. What is Price’s thesis about Médard’s experiences there? In other words, for him, what do we learn about Médard from researching what happened to him in the prison camp?
